
 
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 

Thursday, June 6, 2013  
 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman John Fontana called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Lower Level 
Conference Room, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman John Fontana, Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo, Commissioners David Kanute, Joseph 
LaPorte and Joanne D. Palmieri; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent 
of Parks Michael Manware.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to accept the Minutes of the 
May 1, 2013 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
VISITORS:   
1.  Zack Wholley.  Mr. Wholley spoke about a lacrosse camp he would like to have at Panthorn Park from 
July 22-26.  It is not in competition with the existing camp.  It is an opportunity for kids in Southington to 
learn from college guys and reinforce the fundamentals.  He will donate a large portion of the proceeds to 
the Southington Lacrosse Association.  He wants to give back.  The charge will be $100 per person.  He 
has to get a trainer and go through the Connecticut State Health Board to get the insurance.  The camp 
would be for second graders to entering freshmen (no high school kids).  Mr. Lapreay said the space is 
available for the five days.  Commissioner LaPorte asked about the lacrosse league and Mr. Wholley said 
they have no problem with it.  Commissioner Kanute made a motion to give permission for the lacrosse 
camp as discussed; seconded by Commissioner Fasulo and passed unanimously. 
 
2.  George Cardozo, SVMFL.  Mr. Cardozo is president of the Southington Valley Midget Football 
League.  He said that after last night’s executive board meeting, they scratched one item that was to be 
discussed here.  They will not pursue the powder puff idea.  Mr. Cardozo said that Chairman Fontana was 
asking about the officials so Mr. Cardozo came to find out exactly what he is looking for.  He has a 
contract with the officials that was signed by the previous board.  He believes it is a year to year contract.   
 
Chairman Fontana spoke about his concern that national insurance companies require officials to be 
certified.  He is concerned for the safety of the kids.  Since he has been on this board there have been 
issues with SVMFL.  The league officers always seemed to ignore the board’s recommendations.  He 
could not understand why the league went from non-certified to certified and now back to non-certified 
officials.  He believes it is a huge liability issue for the town.   
 
Discussion followed regarding a national board and local boards that must follow the rules of the national 
board, including background checks.  There are six local boards that have to answer to the national board.  
Commissioners asked questions about what the difference was and whether being certified made the 
officials better than non-certified officials.  The insurance issue kept coming up.  Commissioner Fasulo 
said the Town Attorney checked with our insurance company and that it was OK that the officials were 
not certified.  Chairman Fontana said in his position with the Coaches Association, he could not go along 
with it.  Commissioner LaPorte said as long as they receive the proper training and do whatever needs to 
be done to protect the kids, he has no problem with it.  Lively debate followed about whether the non-
certified officials could work at the high school.   
 
In response to a question, Mr. Cardozo said the decision to go back to non-certified occurred after a bad 
experience with the certified officials.  It was not good for the coaches, parents or kids.  After more 
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discussion, commissioners wished to make a decision and end the bickering.  While no vote was 
necessary, it would be on record.  Commissioner LaPorte made a motion that we allow SVMFL to utilize 
whatever refereeing group they wish as long as they comply with the insurance carrier and it is acceptable 
with the Town Attorney and the town’s insurance.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Palmieri and 
carried 4-0 with 1 abstention (Fontana). 
 
Chairman Fontana said he didn’t know the league was going to be on the agenda.  He expected to talk 
with the board members before inviting them to the meeting.  Mr. Lapreay said they wanted to come as 
visitors.  If the board wants to make the agenda, tell him.  There was comment about whether or not a 
chairman has the final say on what goes on an agenda.  For the Town Council, the Council chairman 
finalizes a draft prepared by the Town Manager. 
 
Commissioner LaPorte suggested sending a letter to both leagues stating that we are concerned about the 
safety of the kids and what steps are they taking to protect them.  The concussion law was mentioned. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay said the last middle school dance is this Friday.  We had a total of 10.  He will give an 
update on the full year at the next meeting.  Programs are going fine.  No major issues.  Music on the 
Green started last week.  Registration for a lot of the summer programs will take place in the next couple 
of weeks for swimming, tennis, playground.  Playground is almost full.  In response to a question about 
people who can’t afford the program, Mr. Lapreay said people who can’t afford the fee go to Community 
Services with their financials, etc.  If they are approved by Community Services, they are signed up.  Mr. 
Lapreay said several camps will be taking place – lacrosse, soccer and field hockey.  Slamma Jamma 
through Bob Ruderman will be at Derynoski this year for two weeks in July.  Indoor and outdoor in case 
of rain.  Summer basketball at Panthorn starts in July.  The Youth League runs that.   
 
Regarding field space at the middle schools, construction is starting in the next couple of weeks.  DePaolo 
will be available for some field usage over the next two years.  Mr. Lapreay has to talk to Fred Cox.  The 
DePaolo baseball team was allowed to use Massarelli Field.  It is being coordinated with the Northern 
Baseball.  They will be doing that for the next year also.  Mr. Manware’s crew was maintaining the field. 
 
Pavilion rentals are going extremely well.  The Community Pavilion is getting a lot of interest.  We tell 
them about the drive-in movies and they are out in time.  It is pretty booked for the month of June.  
Commissioner Fasulo asked if Mr. Lapreay received a call from ESPN.  He did not.  They want to show 
one of their movies for their employees on a Thursday night.  Commissioner Fasulo told them to contact 
the office. 
 
Mr. Lapreay said music therapy for children with special needs will start in July.  We will use the Library 
for some space and he thanked Sue Smayda for allowing it. It will be for four weeks on Friday afternoons.  
Registration will start within the next week; we are writing up the program.  It will take a maximum of 
eight kids.  
 
Mr. Lapreay said we are coming to the end of the year.  His budget looks fine and doesn’t need any 
transfers. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Fasulo, seconded by Commissioner Palmieri, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware noted that summer hours have started in the department.  They work from 6:00 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m.  Last year they did that from July through Labor Day and it seemed to work well for everyone.  This 
year we started on Memorial Day.  He has three people for summer help and a 4th one will be starting, 



6-6-13 P&R Minutes; page 3 

 

same as last year.  Gary Mongillo will be retiring on July 5th.  Mr. Manware said he is operating at full 
capacity as far as getting the pools prepared.  Opening day is June 22 for both pools.  He gave an update 
on the tennis courts.  We have been having trouble getting started at Memorial but he believes we are 
getting pretty close.  Should be a one week process.  We had some cracks at Recreation courts and we 
took care of it ourselves; it was necessary.  It came out fairly well for now, until the budget allows for 
more extensive work.  It has probably been two years since we filled the cracks. 
 
Mr. Manware said we did our annual flower planting. It is almost completed.  He then spoke about the 
Because of 26 program.  Today we settled on the location for the benches and the memorial, which he 
thought was important.  They decided on an area in Plantsville behind the Deburr Co.  It is also close to 
Classic Stone Designs.  It is a place better suited for more thought and reflection which was the idea 
behind it.  Mr. Manware believes the Governor is planning to attend the ceremony on Saturday, June 15, 
at 10 a.m. on the Plantsville Green.  The Governor has dedicated it Because of 26 Day.  Mr. Manware 
voiced the board’s opinion about the benches.  He is hoping they will be OK.  They are very nice. 
 
A new fence was installed at the Town Hall.  It is hiding the large transformer for the building.  Mr. 
Manware went to the Open Space Committee meeting last week to find out what is going on about the 
bike trail at Novick’s.  Also the Girl Scouts will be doing work at Crescent Lake. Both sound OK.  The 
bike trail will be done by volunteers and they will take care of the maintenance of it.  No trees will be 
removed, just brush cutting the trail about two feet wide.  They have 200 members on the petition; they 
are a dedicated bunch. 
 
Mobile stage panels are ordered.  At the end of the year we should be able to replace a good portion of the 
wood floor.  It is starting to rot. 
 
Commissioner Kanute asked about the water line at the drive-in.  Mr. Manware said it is level and not 
leaking; it is working now.  Commissioner LaPorte said the all purpose field is getting a lot of use.  Keep 
an eye on the sprinklers. 
 
Commissioner Palmieri made a motion to approve the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner Fasulo.  There was some discussion with Mr. Newman regarding his 
discovering faucets turned on at about 5:30 p.m. and the alarm was not on all week at the pavilion.  When 
someone has a party they are supposed to lock up.  If something is amiss, it is usually found early 
Monday when the crew goes in to clean the rest rooms.  Mr. Newman said he took care of it.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  No reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
Commissioner Kanute mentioned that he noticed several cars at Crescent Lake before 7:00 a.m.  Is there a 
sign with official hours?  It opens at 7:00 a.m. 
   
NEW BUSINESS: None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting by 
Commissioner Palmieri, seconded by Commissioner Kanute and carried unanimously.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:28 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


